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Effectiveness of a Bilingual and Bicultural
Education Program for School-aged Children

from Multicultural Families

—Mediating effects of the process outcomes—

Park, Hyun-Sun*
Rhee, Chaie-Won*
Park, So-Eun™

This study examined the impact of bicultural identity—the process outcome of a
bilingual and bicultural education program—on child-mother relationship and children’s
developmental outcomes. A sample of 112 children who participated or have participated
in the program was compared with a comparison group of 73 children. The findings
suggested that children’s bilingual ability and bicultural knowledge affected children’s
developmental outcomes. This relationship is mediated by the process outcome of
bicultural identity. Increase in Vietnamese language ability and Vietnamese-Korean
cultural knowledge resulted in an increase of bicultural identity, and the positive
change in the process outcome led to positive changes in children's developmental
outcomes such as school adaptation and self-esteem. In addition, bicultural identity
had a positive impact on mother-child relationship, which led to positive changes
in children's school adaptation and self-esteem. Comparing the full-mediation and
the partial-mediation model, we selected the full-mediation model as the final
model. These results suggest that one of the critical components that bring
changes in children and their families is the process outcome of enhanced
bicultural identity. Implications for successful practice in bilingual and bicultural

education for multicultural families are discussed.

* Sejong University
% Soongsil University
w%% Seodaemungu Multicultural Family Support Center
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