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Abstracts

The purpose of this study is to cultivate the information literacy and inquiry
capabilities of middle school students who take part in the free semester
system, and promote youth services by diversifying the education information
services of public libraries. To that end, the content of the 2015 revised
curriculum on a national level was analyzed to develop 6 inquiry themes that
incorporate Korean, Social Studies and Art so that problems posed in the
Korean class of the freshmen in middle school can be solved by drawing on
what’s learned in social studies and art classes.

The integrated theme that was extracted by the curriculum analysis are
media, culture, work appreciation, art and industry, environment and creation.
In this study, it was assumed that integrated inquiry tasks would be instructed
over eight sessions. To that end, inquiry activities (integrated inquiry activities)
that would draw the interest of students were assigned and further categorized
to promote student participation. Study materials needed for the students to
carry out the inquiry activities in each session were also selected.

For a detailed categorization of the integrated inquiry themes, a judgment on
the appropriateness of study materials and the possibility of applying them on
site, the opinion of expert advisors that recommended easily readable materials
to trigger students’ interest and participation was adopted. In particular,
materials that can help with inquiry activities for six themes were selected
from the categories of books, video materials and internet materials. The expert
advisors’ opinion was reflected to add picture books, too. In addition, a standard
instruction and study guide for a total of 16 hours over eight sessions for each
inquiry theme was considered in an integrated way, and a study paper was
developed to encourage self-led investigation and research for each theme by
middle school students using library resources.

The instruction and learning guide for integrated research themes were

consisted of three stages of forming a background knowledge, researching and
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creating and evaluating the conclusion of the research to cultivate reading and
information literacy which is a core area in library education. The detailed
activities during the research and investigation step were consisted of the four
steps of recognition of the problem, information analysis and interpretation,
compilation of information and evaluation for each activity. Based on the
design of collaborative classes, flip learning and backward education curriculum
design, the instruction and leaning guidelines were designed.

On the instruction and learning guideline for the six integrated themes, the
expert advisors evaluated that the instruction guideline and the study paper
were linked in a correlated manner along with the integrated research theme
and sub-investigation activities. Study materials and study papers were
evaluated to be designed in a way to fit the level of understanding by students
while drawing their interest and attention. However, some pointed out that the
quantity of the learning activities and materials was too much. Pubic librarians
pointed out that pre-education is needed on free semester systems and how to
use the manual. Moreover, some noted that the correlation between sub-theme
investigation activities needs to be secured, and more appropriate measures
need to be undertaken to further encourage students. This study took these
opinions into account to revise and complement the manual for the free semester
system.

Of the integrated inquiry themes developed in this study, the ones for
"creation" and "appreciation" were applied to the Kongju Library and Kusan
Middle School as a trial. The trial application saw that students took an interest
in programs that subject themes are link with various themes. They were also
very satisfied with such programs. Most students who had taken part in the

program gave such positive response as follows.

o Listening and presentation skills improved through research and investigation

activities using materials.
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o

A new fact was learned.

O The material helped with problem-solving.

o It was easy to follow the problem-solving procedure.

O It became confident to resolve any issues on his own.

o It was ok since ever time we would read a book and engage in a different
type of activity.

o It was great in that I could learn how to read a book.

O It became a great occasion to read books.

o

I would like to introduce my friends to this program.

However, there were some negative evaluations as follows, too.

o

The public library is too far.

O

I attended the program without any thorough understanding of its content.

O

It was boring.

o

It was boring because the writing was difficult for me.

o

It was difficult to fill out the learning paper(activity paper).

Therefore, for a successful free semester system run by the public library,
pre-training would be needed for librarians. To resolve the issue of accessibility,
the public librarian could visit the school or school library to run their program.
Before operating the program, students’ needs and their level of reading and
learning would have to be analyzed, so that appropriate materials for the theme
and activity can be selected. In particular, a variety of activities should be
prepared and students’ needs should be also considered when forming small
groups to promote their interest. A more thorough guidance would also be

needed on how to use learning papers during the program’s operation.
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