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«= Summary

Beyond ‘Sina’ and ‘Japan's Orient’,
“Ten Thousands Miles Along Changjiang”

Pose an issue of modern Korean perception of China

Lee, Yong-beom

This thesis analysis travelogue “Jang gang man li(RiT.#5)” of Choi Chang-gyu,
who is the first graduate of department of Chinese language and literature in Keijo
Imperial University. By doing so, try to examine unknown aspects of modern Koreans’
perception of China during colonial period. The article shows necessity of study on
modern Korean perception of China.

The history of China’s weakest 100 years since the Opium war has made Western
and Japanese definitions of China - ‘Sina’ - universal. Korean perception of China have
been suspended in colonial and cold war period. It became a kind of epistemological
discontinuity. Nowadays Korean have Chinese images given by ‘Others’, not their own.
The image of China in Korea is exceedingly fragmented, which is a rough collage of
classical Chinese literature and economic monster after ‘Rise of China.’

Choi Chang-gyu left Shanghai in 1931 to plan a long trip to the Chongging along
the Yangtze River. The travel through places of stage of ancient Chinese literature pro-
duce rich and various images. He observes China with the viewpoint such as ‘opium
and people’, ‘Classical literature’, and ‘permanent revolution.” The China he discovered

cannot be explained simple dichotomy of Takeuchi Yoshimi’s ‘Old-Sina’ and ‘Modern
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China, rather, it is more close to vision of the ‘permanent revolution’ of Lee Dong-gok
expected. Choi showed us old memories between Korea and China, which is now in-
separable and revolutionary future for suffering colony and half-colony. China could be
understand as a player of realpolitik, historical-cultural category, derogative ‘Sina(3Z
#)’ or “Toyo(3i¥)’, place where people struggle under the pressure of imperialism, and
could be the whole mix of mentioned above. That part is not examined nor elucidated

yet, need to be explored.

Keywords : China, Toyo, East Asia, revolution, Classical Chinese literature
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